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Quarantine measures enforced with regard to returning troops from Cuba. 

During March and April about 25,000 soldiers were returned to 
the "United States from Cuba. As stated in Public Health Eeports 
April 14, all baggage of said troops arriving during March was 
disinfected. 

On April 1, in addition to the disinfection of baggage, the troops 
arriving were required to undergo five days' observation in detention 
camps. They were thus detained at Egmont Key, Fla., South Atlantic 
quarantine and Savannah quarantine. For the Savanah quarantine 
an excellent location for the detention camp was found on Daufuskei 
Island, South Carolina, 6 miles from the quarantine station. Its de- 
scription was published in Public Health Eeports of April 21, 
together with a detailed report by P. A. Surg. J. O. Cobb of the opera- 
tions of the Service in its management of the arriving transports, 
disinfection of baggage and detention of troops. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Cobb was in command of the Marine- 
Hospital Service forces and directed affairs from Savannah, where he 
was able to communicate promptly with the Bureau, as well as with 
the depot quartermaster, Maj. J. B. Bellinger, United States Army, 
in local charge of the reception of troops. 

P. A. Surg. A. C. Smith was assigned to the disinfection of baggage 
at the station. 

Dr. Lindley conducted the quarantine station proper and Assfc. 
Surg. E. H. Von Ezdorf, an immune, was in charge of the detention 
camp. 

The following report of the establishment and management of the 
detention camp has been received from Dr. Von Ezdorf: 

Detention camp — DaufusMe Island. 

Office Medical Officer in Charge, Detention Camp, 

DaufusMe Island, South Carolina, May 9, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report regarding the 
detention camp for soldiers of the United States Army on Daufuskie 
Island, South Carolina : 

I arrived on this island April 11, 1899, and, in accordance with direc- 
tions of P. A. Surg. J. O. Cobb, was made quarantine officer, and 
ordered to enforce the "United States quarantine regulations. 

I ascertained that the island was inhabited by about 400 negroes. 
The site selected for the detention camp was that portion of the island 
known as "Bloody Point." 

I then visited the officer commanding the camp, Colonel Brown, of the 
Fourth Tennessee Volunteer Infantry, and informed him of my instruc- 
tions. There were no established quarantine limits, so I surveyed the 
camp grounds, and defined the following boundries : Beginning with 
the wharf south, along beach to tent camp of provost guard northeast, 
along line from tent to three trees ; from there along a road to another 
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guard tent, thence at right angles to this road to the beach, and again 
from this point to the wharf. 

It was strictly enjoined that the men confine themselves within the 
limits of the camp, as any. man found outside the limits, or in a boat off 
the shore, would be immediately arrested and detained an additional 
five days, unless given written permission by the quarantine medical 
officer. 

The commanding officers of each regiment arriving in camp were 
informed of these rules, and requested to have company commanders 
inform their men and see that these rules were thoroughly understood. 

I then addressed the following letter to Colonel Brown, commanding 
the Fourth Tennessee Volunteer Infantry : 

April 12, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to request that you would cause to be furnished me, a field 
report of regiments undergoing detention on Daufuskie Island, in accordance with 
United States Marine-Hospital Service regulations ; also, a roll of discharged soldiers, 
laborers, and stragglers now on the island, with date and hour of arrival of all ; also, 
that there be sent me each day, a field report of new arrivals. 

The United States quarantine regulations require the detention of each man coming 
from suspected territory for five full days after disinfection. 

Respectfully, yours, R. H. Von Ezdorf, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., Quarantine Officer. 

Colonel BROWN, Commanding Fourth Tennessee Volunteer Infantry. 

A detachment of 40 men, Company M, Second United States Infan- 
try, with First Lieut. P. E. Marquart commanding, had been sent to 
carry out the quarantine regulations, which were to be established. 

I suggested the establishment of 6 Cossack posts, and a special guard 
for the wharf. The Cossack posts were located at a point on the beach 
northeast of camp, a second about 200 yards to the east of this, a third 
at the intersection of 2 roads meeting at right angles, and about 300 
yards east of the second, and then three along the road running south 
to the beach. 

Each guard tent (Cossack post) had 1 noncommissioned officer and 3 
privates. The guards at each post were changed every twenty-four 
hours. There was always 1 man at each post on guard duty, each one 
being on duty two hours and off four hours. 

Along the beach and wharf guards had instructions to allow no 
landing of boats, nor anyone on the wharf except the quartermaster, 
superintendent, quartermaster's checkers, and the laborers under their 
immediate supervision. 

I visited all commanding officers upon their arrival and made the 
acquaintance of regimental medical officers, and with them visited the 
hospital daily, and was kindly shown their patients. 

On the departure of a regiment, the colonel commanding was 
requested to have each company pass in single file on the wharf to the 
boat. As each company came upon the wharf for inspection, I 
requested the captain to stand by me, and recognize his men and any 
civilians attached. The men and officers of each company were also 
counted and checked off the field report. 

Civilians not attached to regiments were required to report their 
arrival to me, and report daily for five days from that date. At time 
of their departure their names were called and checked off. 

All laborers were under the supervision of quartermaster's checkers. 
Eoll was called daily, so that anyone found missing could be reported 
to me. 

I had established a point for a trading post on the lines to the north- 
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west, where the colored residents of the island could sell their goods, 
but this was afterwards abolished as the privilege was abused. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Bradfield was the army medical officer in 
charge of the army medical affairs and the general sanitation of the 
camp. Upon his being relieved, I was asked to take charge of this 
work, and a hospital for the sick left by regimental surgeons. I had 
the excrement troughs, which were exposed and near the camps, 
moved 75 yards from the nearest tent, and surrounded by a board fence. 
These troughs were cleaned twice daily by scavengers, and well limed 
with a mixture of lime and sand. I suggested that all ditches be dug 
deeper, and as a result there was a free flow of waste water, and a 
thorough flushing out of them by sea water on every high tide. 

The water supply of the camp I found good, its source being from an 
artesian well of 300 feet. A steam force pump had been erected, and 
from it extended pipes over the ground, branching out to all points in 
the camp. A tank of 6,000 gallons capacity gave the night supply. 
Garbage and other waste matter was thrown in barrels, which were 
placed 20 yards from kitchens, and which were emptied once or twice 
daily. Cleanliness of the camp was maintained by details from each 
company over which the officers had general supervision. 

The general health remained good during the whole time. Of course, 
there were a few sick, but few new cases developed — none of a suspicious 
character. At a time during inclement weather, some illness developed, 
due to climatic influences. 

There passed detention, officers, 431; enlisted men, 9,278; civilians, 
attached, 125; civilians, 721; total, 10,555. 

Camp closed May 8, 1899. All property of the Army removed, the 
grounds cleaned, sinks well limed, and troughs and other boxes used 
for excrement burned. 

In conclusion, I wish to state that the quartermaster, Capt. P. W. 
Woodring, did all in his power to assist me in enforcement of all quar- 
antine regulations, and also in maintaining the general sanitation of the 
camp. Every courtesy was shown me by him, and also all officers of 
the different commands, which facilitated my work and made things 
work harmoniously. 

1 received valuable suggestions from Dr. Cobb, who gave me many 
suggestions to facilitate carrying out his orders, leaving me to work out 
the details. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. H. Von Ezdoef, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Suegeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Weekly report from, Egmont Key detention camp. 

United States Detention Camp, 
Ugmont Key, Florida, May 12, 1899. 

Sie : I have to respectfully submit the following report of trans- 
actions for the week ended May 12, 1899 : 

On the 7th instant 34 men of the signal corps arrived on the Plant 
steamship Mascotte, their baggage had all been disinfected at Havana 
and the entire command was in perfect health. 

They were put in the southern inclosure of the reservation and were 
kept entirely separate from men already in camp, and were inspected 
daily at 9 a. m. and 4 p. m. during their entire stay, as were all other 
inmates of the camp, including employees. 



